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When a meteoric body, formed in the void of space, or 
struck off from the moon, falls to the earth and is buried by 
its fall, shall it be disinhumed ? Yes. Not on account of 
any intrinsic value which it possesses, but as an object' of 
curiosity. -It is in this light that we take up Tor inspection 
the work of .Bishop Hopkins, of, Vermont, entitled, " P/w 
of Slavery," in which he appears as the avowed advocate of 
American Slavery, and t he antagonist of the Bight Reverend 
Alonzo Potter, D. D., Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 
A prior work of Bishop Hopkins, entitled, "Bible View of 
Slarmj," bad called forth a protest from Bishop > . Poller and 
some two hundred of his clergy, wherein they say 

"This attempt not only to apologize for Slavery in the abstract, hut to 
advocate it as it exists in the cotton States, and i„ the States which sell men 
and TOon in the open market as their staple product, is, in their judgment, 
unworthy of any servant of Jesus Christ, as an effort to sustain, on" Bibb- 
principles, the States in rebellion against the CJovernment, in the wicked at- 
tempt to establish, by force of arms, a tyranny under the name of a Republic, 
whose corner-stone shall be the perpetual bondage of the African, it chal- 
lenges their 'indignant reprobation." 

To this protest, Bishop Hopkins replies in the work before 
ms. Promising IX f 0 \v thoughts, we shall exhibit ihe main 
points of his argument to the reader. 



That Slavery has overlaid at the foundation of the rebel- 
lion, is now an admitted fact. From Slavery it has derived its 
sap and nourishment. Its soul and body lias been Slavery. 
JIgiu^, wherever there has existed a love for the institution, 
an element of disloyalty to' the National Government has 
existed to the same extent in the same mind. In other 
words, an honest avowal of one's sentiments in respect to 
- Slavery, -woukUuive--beeir~ at- .any_UuiQ_a-^iilLclcn.tJjuLi£.alioji_ 
of the loyalty or disloyalty of the party making it. The 
wretched assassin of our lamented Chief Magistrate need not 
have left it on record that he was a friend of Slavery. ' : I for 
one, have ever considered it the greatest of blessings/' are his 
words. Again, boasting of the part ho had acted in the 
arrest of John Brown, he says : "I thought then, .as hold, 
that the abolitionists wore the only traitors in the land, and 
that the entire party deserved the same fate as poor old 
Brown." A curse from such lips will surely be accounted 
praise. And is it too much, to hope that this vaunted sym- 
pathy of the assassin with "the sum of all villanies" will" 
startle some, at last, into their propriety whom reason and 
conscience have hitherto failed to move ? We can do noth- 
ing against the truth, but for the truth. So says St. Paul. 
Truth is living, victorious, immortal. Temporary defeat it 
may and sometimes docs suffer at the hands of its foes; but. 
it revives. Like the fabled. Phenix, it rises 'again, even from 
its own ashes. 

" Truth crushed to earth shall rise a<;ain ; 
The eternal years of God are tier's ; 
While error, wounded, writhes in pain, 
•And dies amid her worshippers." 

And though the advocate of error, for a time, may seem to 
be successful, .pluming himself as an angel of light, 01* (dad 
in- bishop's robes, his fully -shall be made manifest to all. 
The assassination of our beloved President, though meant 
for evil, will, we believe, be overruled for good, lie; who was 
thus laid low, will he raised to the highest honor — rut off, huf 
not for himself, he will hereafter be regarded as the saviour <>f 
his euuntry 

" Who never bowed to ki:i to thee may how." 



The author of the " Vie to of Slavery" declares that lie stands 
forth as the " honest and conscientious advocate of the slave- 
holder." Why docs he say this ? Is it because there is somc- 
Lliini** in such advocacy repugnant to the better instincts of 
human nature ? To his own instincts ? He admits there is ; 
for he says: "Jf it were a matter to be determined by my 
own personal sympathies, tastes and feeling's, I should be as 
- r e a dy-i is -a i i y — m ; x\r~ to— c o n d c mi i ~ t h c~ i n s litutio nro f Slavery ~. J 
So the Bishop would condemn what he labors so zealously to 
show that Cod approves ! ' ' ■ . 

Is he better than the Almighty ? If he is right, his argu- 
ment must be wrong. But we do not? question the 'Bishop's 
honesty. Saul, before his conversion to Christianity, thought 
he ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of 
.Nazareth, and our Saviour says : u Yea, the time cometh that 
whosoever killeth you shall think he doeth God service." 
But his efforts to justify Slavery will prove, we .think, as 
fragile to the touch of truth as cobwebs to the cable's win<'\ 

The Bishop " loveth to have the pre-eminence." even if it 
be in folly, as will be .soon. Citing the -Declaration of Indepen- 
dence " That all men arc created equal, that they are endowed 
with certain inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness," he says-: 

•'These .statements are here called self-evident truths; but -with due re- 
spect for the celebrated names- which are appended to this document, L have 
never been able to comprehend that they are truths at all." 

But will the Bishop's inability to comprehend them be re- 
garded as an evidence that thev are not truths? Sneak in 
of these "propositions." again he says : " I. hold them to be 
altogether -fallacious ami untrue." il Where," he exclaims, 
u is the equality in body V " Where 's'the equality in mind 
u Where 's the equality in social position ?" 

Contending thus with the figment of his own brain, he deals 
out his blows as lustily and. as blindly as old Polyphemus af 
" the airy nothing." That -men .may be created equal in re- 
spect, to their iitihrfdt ri.jhix, without being equal in size of 
bod\', strength of mind or .social position, a child may under- 
stand ; and if the Bishop is filling to be enlightened on-this 
point, we will' bring to his aid his distinguished brother in 
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Ihc same church — the Rev. Samuel Soabury, J). I) , who says : 

Like the variegated grass, no two blades of -which ore exactly alike, while 
nil have a general resemblance, so men, Avhile distinguished from one another 
by infinite varieties of body and mind, are yet all of one and the same kind. 
* * They are created equal, and in all the essentials of their nature they 
must remain forever equal." 

The Bishop proceeds : "Neither am I able to admit that 
allTTrcrnrpc^oTRlo 

and jtho pursuit of happiness," e\:e. 'And he adds.: 'LQur 
original rights are forfeited and u;one ; and since the fall, 
mankind have no rinlits to claim at the hands of their Maker." 
Thus in his zeal to show that the slave has no rights, he as 
clearly shows that the master has none, and, of course, no 
right to hold another in bondage. "Does the Bishop know 
there is such a declaration in the Bible as this ? — 

"And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face 
%f the earth."— Acts 17 : 2G. ~ : 1 >. 

If so. why does he attempt to find a parallel between the 
various orders of creation, and the "manifest inequality in 
the condition of mankind?" We quote the following on this 
point, that it may be seen how nearly the ridiculous borders 
upon the stupid as well as upon the sublime ; 

4t -We behold," he says, ,( the system continued in the animal creation, from 
the lordly lion down to the timid mole ; from. the eagle to the humming-bird ; 
from the monster of the deep to the sea-star in its shell." 

We will u'ive the Bishop another lesson from f)r. Seabury, 
as we think' he will be likely to accept the truth from him : 

u From this equality of nature results an equality of rights. The Maker 
of mankind has given life to them' all. . He has granted the earth to all of 
(hem in common, and to each of them in particular, a property in his own 
person and labor, and . he wills the happiness of them all. Hence all men 
have by nature an equal right to life, liberty property, and the pursuit of 
happiness." 

These just words of Dr. Seabury present- a happy contrast 
to (he views of the Bishop, who concludes his tirade upon the 
Declaration of our Independence thus: 

- lt I have no more to add with respect to this most popular dogma of social 
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equality, and shall therefore dismiss it as fallacious in itself and only mis- 
elr.evous in its tendency." 

Wc have quoted so largely from this portion of the Bishop's 
work, for the purpose of showing the natural antagonism of 
Slavery to the- principles upon "which our Government is 
.based, and also to show that these principles must be carried 
out to their legitimate political results, or the ghost of_8hiyery 
"tleparted, "will haunt its grave forever. But let iis see how the 
.Bishop continues his defence of an institution against which 
it is apparent that not the declarations of man only, but the 
bolts of Omnipotence arc contending: " Because the'spoiler 
is come upon her, even upon Babylon , and her mighty men 
are taken, every one of their bows is, broken, for the Lord 
God of recompenses will surely requite. " — Jcr. 51: 0(5. 

Awaking from his Kip Van Winkle sleep, and. in order. to 
justify the corporeal, correction of slaves, he -pays honfage lo 
the whipping-post as a " fixed institution " of former times, 
and bewails its abolition in the following strain : 

" ■* 

Stripes not exceeding forty were appointed to offenders in Israel, by,,. ^ 
Divine authority, .the Saviour himself had a scourge of small cords -when 
he drove the money-changers from the temple. Are our modern philanthro- 
pists more merciful than Christ, or wiser than the Almighty ?" 

]S T ote, if was the "money-changers" that the Saviour 
scourged, but hence the Bishop deduces an argument for the, 
w 1 ) ippi n g o f si a ves ! ■ •-— 

.How the Bishop personates Just ire, will be seen by the 
Jowing. Speaking of cruelty to slaves, he says : 

"On the -whole, indeed, I see no reason to deny the statements of our 
Southern friends, that the slaves are the happiest laborers in the world." 

But when he comes to speak of a slave escaping from his 
master and irUi)\<j A As* sforij^ what does the Bishop say (hen ? 

'•These good and kind-hearted people (the Abolitionists) believe it all im- 
plicitly, without ever remembering the rule about hrariny both s'utcr, before 
they fonn art opinion." 

;\ ud he adds ; 

" Of course they sympathize largely with the poor opprexscl African." 
Though the author of this ironical sneer may have much in 



common with his fellow-countryman, the notorious John 
Mitchell, he can be said to have but little with the liberty- 
lovm^ sons of Erin. 

The Bishop vindicates Slavery because of the assumed 
adaptation of the negro, race to that condition, and the supe- 
riority of the white in intellect, ile speaks of negroes as u an 
"inferior race wh ich -the da^s/-d-iil— iiol--]rrcsume-i-o--be-ti-t-tC(:Hb-i ! - 
frecdom at any age.'' Again, he says ; \ ^ 

"Every candid observer (those who do not agree to this, it would seem, are 
not candid,) agrees that the negro is happier as a slave than as a freeman, and 
no individual belonging to the Anglo-Saxon stock would acknowledge that 
the intellect of the negro is equal to his own." 

What ; we might ask, has equality of intellect to do with 
the question 1 If, as the Bishop lias before said, no two per- 
sons are precisely equal in intellect, some one must be supe- 
rior, and; according to the logic advanced, might rightfully 
enslave all the others. Would that onk be .the Bishop '! .if 
not, would he consent to be enslaved ? • Or would he deny the 
rule when lie came to feel its application ? .But we will re- 
lieve the Bishop's mind Tm this point by another quotation 
from Dr. S. : 

o 

" The superiority of bodily or mental conformation gives, the one race no 
more right to lord it over another, than one man's strong habit of mind and 
body gives him a right to domineer over his feeble neighbor." 

And who will not say the feebler, the less chivalry and the 
more cowardice in oppressing them \ But when the Bishop 
comes to justify the enslavement of the African on account 
of the curse pronounced upon Canaan by iNoah, as it then 
— stii-ts-his purpose, he pays the negro a very high compliment. 
>Spcaking of the Canaanites (page ISO), he says : 

<( Their; commercial activity and enterprise gained them the distinction of 
being '■merchants by excellence,' so that in common usage the land of (,'anaan 
was understood to be the land of the merchant, or the land of commerce, and 
their property and wealth became manifested, as in ali similar cases, by their 
splendid cities, walled around ami furtiticd." 

And in order to maintain the identity >i the African with 
the Canaanites, he adds ; 

;< That the Canaanites were, builders of great • •jik* • and active promoters 




of commerce, so that, as "vvc have scenf' the name of Canaanitc became 
synonymous with the business of a merchant, there is no diiRculty -whatever. 
Vox 1 have never denied that the negro race is capable of attaining a high 
degree of skill in the ordinary branches of human knowledge, under proper 
circumstance-'." 

Here wo have a distinct admission that, "the negr^race is 
capable of attaining a high degree of skill, " cv.c: B u t it wa s 
needful to say as much as this in order to identify them as 
the posterity of Canaan, (which the Bishop signally fails to 
do, as we shall see.) that the curse, which he admits "'had long 
been forgotten," might light upon the negro's head at last ! 

Hear him confound himself again, in. the following passages 
(page 34!)) of his work : 

" The position -which x occupy (as to the rightfulness of Slavciy) is im- 
pregnable, for it is defended by the -word of God, the voice of the Church, 
and the Constitution of the Country. * * To Slavery (addressing 13ishop 
Potter) under the domination of any human master, I am as much opposed 
as you or any of your clergy, by birth, education, and the habits of a long 
lifetime." , , 

The Bishop seems 10 be in a condition similar to that of 
the man who prayed good Lord and good Devil alternately, 
as it was uncertain into whose hands he might fall. 

The .Bishop appeals to the history of the world and 01" the 
Church, and he calls on ecclesiastics oT the dark ages to show 
that Slavery Avas tolerated in their day. Tie tells us "that 
large numbers of freemen became voluntary slaves to the 
churches and monasteries of Europe, and that the clergy were zeal- 
ous to encourage the practice — a very decisive proof," he adds, 
" that no sin was attached to the relation in their judgment." 
Of how little value was the opinion of Popes, Bishops and 
Clergy combined, any one acquainted with the history of the 
times rc-ferred to, need not be fold. 

lie moreover says, and apparently without a twinge ol 
moral horror at the fact disclosed, that " Pope Benedict VI 1 1., 
A. I). 1021!, directed that the children of the clergy are- serfs 
to the church in which their parents ofliciatcd, even if their 
mothers were free." 

Thus T11 k C11 rum, which had shown its apostacy by for- 
biddine' its clergy to marry, and which made >lave> of their 
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iUcfjitiinale children, is cited by the Bishop as an umpire by- 
which questions of Christian morality and duty are to be 
determined, and as serving ." to demonstrate the universal 
judgment of Christendom that there was no sin in holding 
slav'es." With characteristic fondness for a curse, he adds 
that the decree (l pronounces an anathema upon the judge 
avIio should decree the contrary." • 

The. following, taunt at ".tender sensibilities" and 11 pious 
Puritans" might have been spared with credit to the author. 
.1 l.e says : . ' * 

The tender sensibilities so fashionable at the present day, will probably 
-be shocked to find the Bishops in the ninth- and the Pope in the thirteenth 
century authorizing the punishment of the whip and the prison, but I hope 
"'they' will remember Iioav the pious Puritans," &c. 

lie quotes liberally from the decision of councils, the 
writings of commentators, philosophers and historians, to 
show that Slavery has hatTlts defenders in every age. But 
as this is a fact not questioned, wo make no reply, choosing 
rathor.'to confine our thoughts to the merits of the case, and 
to the. Bishop's own argument, as to the justice and right of 
SI aver v. 

First and foremost, and as the corner-stone lying at the 
very, foundation of the institution of Slavery, ho places the 
curse pronounced upon Canaan by the patriarch Noah: 
" Cursed be Canaan, a servant of servants shall he be to his 
brethren." On this curse the Bishop stands, and adorns Ids- ^ 
position well. But with what fallacy he maintains his ground 
it will be seen. In order to prolong the effect of the curse 
through ait indefinite number of ages, he cites with approval 
the following from Bishop Newton, (page 70): 

" Not that this (the curse) was to take effect immediately, but was to be 
fulfilled in process of time, when they should forfeit their liberties by their . 
wickedness. Ham at first subdued some of the posterity of Shem, as Canaan 
sometimes conquered Japhcth." 

The rl-adcr will please note how the next witness which he 

4 

summons contradicts the first. He cites Bishop Patrick to 
sav: 

"There hath never yet been a son of Cham that hath shaken a sceptre over 



9 



the head of Japheth. Shem hath subdued Japheth, and Japhcth hath sub- 
dued- Shem, but Cham never subdued cither. 1 ' 

'Which of the Bishops shall we believe ? Or, following the 
example of Bishop -Hopkins, shall we believe them both ? 
The Bishop proceeds : 1 ' 

" The prophecy of Noah has been fulfilled and is still in progress of fulfill- 
ment upon the posterity of Canaan, the negro race, according to the letter 
of Scripture." 

Iii what the Bishop here says, the wish is no doubt "father 
to the thought." But let us see what evidence oven he can 
find that the negroes are the descendants^!:' Canaan; or that 
the curse pronounced upon Canaan more -tlutn four thousand 
years ago "is still in progress of fulfillment upon the posterity 
of Canaan, the negro race, according to the letter of Scrip- 
ture, ,; as the Bishop asserts ; and if he finds none, what arc 
we to think of the moral obliquity which thus 

"Tortures the pages of the hallowed Bible 
To sanction crime, and robbery, and blood. 
And in Oppression's hateful service 

Libels both man and God" ? 

We will follow the Bishop in his remarks and his reason- 
ings on the point now under consideration/ While; he admits 
that " we hoar no more of the Canaanitos after the conquest 
of Palestine by ancient Israel/' and so of course are unable' 
to trace the curse as falling upon them subsequently to that 
time, (and prior thereunto : we have seen that they were 
11 merchants by excellence" having "splendid cities walled 
round and fortified/') he strives to avoid the difficulty, by at- 
tempting to show that the curse,, which was apparently 
limited to Canaan, took effect upon Ham, the father of Ca- 
naan, and'upon all his posterity. In this way, claiming that 
the present race of Africans are the descendants of Ham, he 
brings them all under the curse, and for the purpose of thus 
lengthening its cords and strengthening its stakes, he summons 
Bishop [Newton again to testify, who says ; 

" Nothing can be more complete than the execution of the sentence upon 
Ham as -well as upon Canaan." 
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In proof of winch lie continues : 

Egypt was "the land of Ham, as it is often called in Scripture, and for 
many years it was a great and nourishing kingdom ; but was subdued by the 
Persians, who descended from Shem, and afterwards by the Grecians, the 
descendants of Japheth." 

It might be asked, Were the descendants of Shcm and 
Japheth never subdued? The Apostle speaks of a class who, 
professing themselves wise, became fools. 

Our autliof next quotes from Josephus in confirmation that 
11am and all. hrs posterity were included in the curse. But 
Josephus asserts exactly the contrary, for he says, "When 
the rest of them (the posterity of Ham) escaped/ the curse, 
God inflicted it on Canaan." To this, howcveiy'Bishop Hop- 
kins replies, saying that Josephus was " evidently alluding to 
the fact ;; that Egypt, " which was pre-eminently 'called life 
land of Ham, had become great, and thus seemed to have 
escaped the curse/' But he adds : "If ho had lived in our 
day, he would have seen abundant proof that the rest of 
Hum's posterity had not escaped the curse at all." ' With this 
comforting assurance we think the Bishop ought to be satisfied. 
Biit he is not; for, evidently doubting his. own conclusions, 
he falls back again upon Canaan as the true object of the 
curse. And while he admits the fact that " we hear no more 
of the Canaanitcs after the conquest of Palestine by ancient 
Israel," he says : 

" This, on reflection, will be seen to amount to nothing. Nations, as such, 
arc liable to many changes. They rise, decline, and disappear from the page 
of history." ..* ** The various races may intermingle. Their old nationali- 
ties may. undergo many mutations ; language, manners and customs may 
change; but all this docs not imply the extinction of the people. So far, 
therefore, as we have evidence to guide us, we have full authority for saying 
that no race which existed since the time of Noah has ceased to exist in their 
posterity, although their former landmarks may have been all obliterated, and 
their old appellations have long passed away." 

lie it so. But who, it might be asked, will be able to trace 
to the fountain-head of the curse, the drops of Canaan ilish 
"blood dispersed and mingled, as it may be,. among all the 
nations of the earth ? And who, at tins period of the world's 
existence,. shall presume to (ell upon whose' head the curse 
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shall fall . ? But we forget. Bishop Hopkins presumes to do 
so, and tells us that it falls upon, "the negro race, according, 
to the letter of .Scripture" ! And he further shows his apti- 
tude for tracing a curse, when he -tells us ihul u $c>flom and 
Gomorrah, indeed, must have been planted by the Canaanite." 
And speaking of those who "probably" might u uavo escaped 
from the sword Of Joshua," he remarks, " ThesV-w^ have 
been the founders of Tyre, and Sidon" ! But he adds, " The 
most natural course for many of them would be to betake 
themselves to Africa ! " - .» 

AV ell done, Bishop ! But what next'/ These very people 
of whom the Bishop has just said that they would naturally 
il betake themselves to Africa," are next spoken of by him as 
actually in Africa ! Such an easy way has the Bishop of 
getting them there; and although he had said (page 1(31) 
that the " attempt to trace' their course amounts to nothing, 
because -there- is no history to guide us beyond the outline 
given by Scripture, and all that can be done must be limited 
to probable conjectured 

lie brings the Canaanites into Africa, colors them black, 
and dooms them to slavery. Thus, (page 180) : 

'•It is the only race which it has pleased God to mark by such strong 
characteristics. Their doom of servitude in its lowest form, their location, in 
Africa, their wonderful adaptation to the state of slavery, for which the mercy 
of Providence seems to have qualified them beyond any other race of people 
in the known world, and, lastly, their peculiar color which distinguishes 
them so manifestly from the rest of- the human family — all these must serve 
to identify them, beyond the possibility of mistake." ,. .. 

We will now amuse thb reader by showing him what the 
Bishop said on a previous page, in which he acknowledges 
that he knows nothing 'about what he here asserts, lie 
says : 

" With respect to color, we all suppose that Noah and his sons were white 
men. * *■ At what time and in what manner the change of color was 
■ accomplished, it is impossible to ascertain. 'Three thousand eight hundred 
years have elapsed since the time of Abraham, and more than two thousand 
since the fa',1 )f Carthage. .What color then marked the Canaanite no man 
can tell." 

And yet the Bishop presumes to say, k> Their peculiar 
color " distinguishes them " manifestly from the rest of the 
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human family," and this, too. notwithstanding ho avers on 
the same page (BSC), as the only "argument for the existence, 
of the posterity of Canaan at all after the conquest of Pales- 
tine by ancient Israel," I hat the various races may in- 
termingle/' And so the Canaanites. he reasons, though* they 
have no existence as a people, arc probably not extinct,. but 
continue- to exist in the blood of other nations. And since 
he quotes, as an evidence of the wide diffusion of Canaan's 
descendants, (Jen. 10; 18 — "Afterward* were the families of the 
Canaanites spread abroad" — we may suggest, without any in- 
vidious intent, whether the Bishop himself may . not possibly 
have some of the blood of Canaan running in his veins. And 
he will pardon us, as his chance' for a nearer relationship to 
the great Mclchisedek, King of Salem, will thereby be greatly 
increased. - . - 

The negroes' claim, too,. in this respect, will be strengthened 
by any evidence? that they belong to the ancient Canaanitish" 
race, although if they rely, upon arguments which the Bishop 
has adduced, we think their claim will not amount to^TTiuch. 
But our author anticipates the honor thus descending upon 
the race of Canaan, and attempts to wrest it from them in 
the following style, ife says : 

" We read of Melchisedek^ King of Righteousness, in Salem, the principal • 
city, in Palestine, whom we cannot reasonably suppose to be of the race, of 
ana;in. 

But the record says, I Co was .King of Salem. 

At last the Bishop cuts the (Jordian knot of Prophecy, and 

^ 

attempts' to relieve himself from the web of his own arini- 
men I, thus. Jl.e says : 

"It is an established rule among theologians that nothing proves the true 
sense of prophecy so conclusively. j,is the fulfillment. 1 may claim the appli- 
cation of the maxim to these indisputable facts, that up to this period of mod- 
ern history, no race but theirs has been subject to slavery, and perfectly con- 
tented under it for thousands of years." 

Mark: the Bishop assumes that the -negro race are !t per- 
fectly contented" as slaves, which is not proved. But what 
if it was? It would only show that they had learned 
to exercise, to a high degree, the Christian virtue of content- 
ment. "For thousands of years," ho adds, when if is well 
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known that the enslavement* of the negro race by other 
nations commenced during the first part of the sixteenth 
century.. Mr. Hargrave, the lawyer engaged in the celebrated 
"ca.se of the negro Somerset," (State Trials,) will be sufficient, 
on this "point. After describing the gradual decay and disuse 
of the-" ancient species of slavery" in Europe, he says : 

" Such was the expiring state~of domestic Slavery in Europe at the com- 
mencement of the sixteenth centtirv, when the discovery of America and of 
the Western and Eastern coasts of Africa gave occasion to the introduction of 
a new species of Slavery. It took its rise from the "Portuguese, who, in order 
to supply the Spaniards witli persons able to sustain the fatigue of culti- 
vating their new possessions „in America, particularly the islands, opened a 
trade between Africa and America for the sale of negro slaves. This dis- 
graceful commerce in the human species' is said to have .begun in the year - 
1508, when the first importation of negro slaves was made into Hispaniola 
from the "Portuguese settlements on the western coast of Africa. In 15-10 the 
Emperor Charles V. endeavored to stop the. progress, of the negro slavery by 
orders that all slaves in the American isles should be made free ; and they 
were Accordingly manumitted by Lagasca, the governor of the country, on 
condition of continuing to labor for their, masters. 13ut this attempt proved 
unsuccessful ; and on Lagasca's return to Spain, domestic slavery revived and 
flourished as before. The expedient of having slaves for labor in America, 
was not long peculiar to the Spaniards, being afterwards adopted by other 
Europeans as they acquired possession there. In consequence of this general 
practice, negroes are become a very considerable article in the commerce be- 
tween Africa and America ; and domestic slavery has taken so deep a root 
iii most of our American colonics, as well as in those of other nations, that 
there is little probability of our seeing it generally suppressed." 

"The law of England," continued this eminent lawyer, "never recognized 
any species of domestic, slavery, except the ancient one of villenagc, now 
expired, and has sufficiently provided against the introduction of a 7iew 
slavery, under the name of villenagc or any other denomination ivhatever." • 

Jt will be perceived that the Bishop's thousands of years," 
in which he claims the African race has been subject to 
slavery, '* and perfectly contented under it/' finds no answer- 
ing fact in history, and if it did, it woijji^ confirm no 
prophecy. But Ihe^Bishop says again : 

"AH history proves how accurately the prediction has boon accomplished, 
even to the present day." 

"All history"! Among the sixty millions of slaves in the 
h\Vman Empire, which, reached its grasping hand toward 
every corner of the then discovered world, the Bishop does 
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noi know that there was an African. Speaking of .Roman 
slaves, he. says (page 207) ; 

" Descended as they were from all the nations 'with whom the Konians had 
been at Avar, there were doubtless some Africans, but the greater- part were 
Asiatics and Europeans; and Greeks, Germans, Gauls and Britons were in 
abundance among the'm." 

But not a negro, so far as the .Bishop can show. With a 
gladiatorial stroke, he thus takes the head off from his argu- 
ment as completely as though he intended to do so. As we 
have shown before that the enslavement of the. negro race 
commenced in the sixteenth century, what has become of the 
Bishop's " thousands of years," and what has become of the 
curse ? 

But after such an effort to show that the curse of Canaan is 
" still in progress of fulfillment upon the negro race," accord- 
ing to the letter of Scripture, who would have looked for the 
Bishop to stultify himself, and turn his entire argument into 
foolishness, as ho does by saying '/ — 

" To the negro race, Slavery in the hands of their Southern masters has 
been ii'jilkssinu." 

And perhaps the kindest thing that can be said for certain 
advocates of Slavery is, that a mental as well as moral obscu- 
ration seems to" have _ passed over their vision. Confounding 
alike the plainest- preucjU.s of morality and J.he commonest 
rules of reason in their defence of Slavery, they remind 
one of (he chaotic condition of the world before {, 'the Spirit 
of (Joel moved upon the. face of the waters," before He said 
" let there be li'dil." and before He "separated the li<dif from 
(he darkness." - ^ 

And has the Bishop yet to learn that ..the ]>redictioi|^oj/an 
event does not justify the. aejLors in its fulfillment? He cites 
the Tenth Commandment as proof of the lawfulness of 
Slavery. The juice of what (lower has dropped upon the. 
Bishop's eyelids that he so madly dotes on Slavery? that if 
follows him 

" Through bog, through bu&h, through brake, through briar " ; 
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We are almost tempted to say to him, in the words of 
Shakspeare : 

" NVh.it do vou sec'? Vou see an ass's head of your own." 

Kol .Balaam's, for that knew enough to stop when " the 
angel of the lord stood in the way with his sword drawn in 
his-ha-nd."""' _* 

The" ^Bishop is as mtieli enamored of Slavery and his 
defence of it, as Ti tarda was of the animal referred to in 
'* Midsummer Night's Dream " : 

Ti'iA — u Come, sit thee down upon this flowery bed, ■ ' & . 
While I tin' amiable cheeks do coy, 
And stick sweet roses in thy slick, smooth head, 
And- kiss thy fair, large cars, my gentle joy." 

The Bishop says . 

" Proof that Slavery was authorized by the Almighty occurs in the last of 
the Ten Commandments, delivered from Mount Sinai, and universally ac- 
knowledged by JewsStnd Christians as the moral law : VThou shalt not 
covet -thy neighbor's House, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his 
. man servant, nor his maid servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that 

- i-liky neighbor's.' Here it is evident that the principle of property — any- 

— thing that is thy neighbor's — runs through the whole." 

Thus the Bishop reduces the wife's estate to that of a 
slave ! " Wives of our day,"' he Bays, " may take umbrage at 
the law which places them in the same sentence "with 'the 
slave*." And adds ; The^ truth is hone the less certain." 
Wo need only say. that if the s-1 a ve holder has no other right 
of properly in his slave than- the' husband has in his wife, he 
could not convey title to them by any deed which would be 
worth the parchment on which it might be written. 

There are minor points in the Bishop's work to which we 
have not time nor space to reply. He ouofes 4< the celebrated 
Augustine." whom he styles "the prince of the "Fathers," and 
endeavors to enlist him in the advocacy of slavery. .BuUjie 
fails, as we shall sec. As quoted by the Bishop, Augustine 
speaks thus : - 

"Thou (the Catholic Church;, in consideration of that Supreme Cod, who 
is their 'common Lord, makest the masters to be placable to their slaves, and 
more inclined to consult than coerce them." 

V " ' • • 
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And again : 

" The slave fears to offend his master lest lie should order him to be beaten, 
or to be put into the stocks, or to be shut up in prison, or committed to the 

workhouse. Fearing these things, the slave does not sin." 

-< — 

The abov. from St. Augustine is a 'more statement of fuels, 
with some very kind and benevolent expressions toward the 
slave. But in another part of Ins works Ins condemnation and 
abhorrence of shivery appear fully as strong as that of any 
modern abolitionist. In that celebrated, work of his, the 
• : City of' Cod/' which was written after Alaric had taken 
Rome, as a reply of the Christians to their pagan adversaries, 
St. Augustine saws : 

1 * 

- For the manifest deterioration of Itoman manners, and for the impending 
dissolution of the state, paganism itself is responsible. Our political power 
is only of yesterday ; it is in no manner concerned with the natural develop- 
ment of luxury and wickedness which has been going on for the last thousand 
years. Your ancestors made war a trade ; they laid under tribute and 
enslaved. the adjacent nations ; but were not profusion, extravagance, dissipa- 
tion, the necessary consequence of conquest r Was not 1 toman idleness the 
inevitable result of filling Italy with slaves r Every hour rendered wider 
that bottomless gulph which separates immense riches from abject poverty. 
Did not the middle class, in which reside the virtue and strength of a nation, 
disappear ? * * Was there not in the streets a profligate rabble living in 
total idleness, fed and amused at the expense of the sta*:e ? We are not an- 
swerable for the grinding oppression perpetrated on the rural populations 
until they have been driven to despair. * * We did not crowd Italy with 
sloven, nor make those miserable men more degraded than the, beasts of the 
field, compelling them to labors which are the business of the brutes. We 
have taught and practiced a very different doctrine front that. We did not 
nightly put into irons „he population of provinces - and cities reduced to 
bondage We are not responsible for the inevitable insurrections, poisonings, 
assassinations, vengeance. * * ('an you really wonder that all this should 
come to an end ? We do not wonder ; on the contrary, we thank God for it. 
It. is time that the human race -had rest; the sighing of the prisoners, the 
prayers of the captive are heard at la--t." 

So much for the authoritv of St. Augustine, whom the 
Bishop invokes to his aid ; nor is he the first one who has 
been asked to curse and who has pronounced a blessing in- 
stead*. 

The llUhop seizes upon a passage from Terfullian, " whose 
writ i mi's," he savs, <k were held in such esteem l>v the martvr 
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Cyprian, that when he called for them ho was accustomed to 
say, "give me t ho master"; and hero is what Tertnllian 
says : 

>' For what can bo more unjust,- what more iniquitous, what more shameful 
than an attempt to benefit the slave in such a way that he shall be snatched 
from his master ; that he shall be delivered to another ; that he shall be sub- 
orned against the life of his master while he is yet in his house, living on his 
granary and trembling under his correction r Such a rescuer. would be con- 
demned in the world no less than a man-stealer." 

To snatch a slave iVom his master, to deliver him over to an- 
other person, to suborn him at/alnst the lift' of /lis master, &c, 
would certainly he no hot tor than man-stealing, in the opinion 
of every one. 

We will now hear from 'Cyprian himself, whoso testimony 
the Bishop keeps out of sight. .Hut we give it to the reader. 
The' letter of Cyprian, from which the following extract is 
taken, was accompanied with u a hundred thousand sesterces 
(equal to between three and four thousand dollars) contribu- 
ted bv the churches under his charge to ransom some un- 

" o 

happy slaves. Here follows the extract : 

" I read over, my dearest brethren, the letter which you sent me concern- 
ing the captivity of our brothers and sisters, with a compassion and concern 
equal to what you wrote it with ; for who can withhold his tears from flow- 
ing out upon such dreadful calamities r Or who would not consider the mis- 
fortune of his brethren in some measure his own, especially when he shall 
reflect upon what the Apostle St. Paid hath said upon this subject, ' whether 
one member suffer all the members suffer with it, or! one member rejoice all 
the members rejoice with it ' : And again, 'who is 'weak, and I not weak 
We therefore should look upon the captivity of our brethren as a state of 
bondage to ourselves, since we are all incorporated together as one body ; 
and not only the motives of humauiiy, hut those of our holy rclUjxon, ought 
to excite and quicken our endeavors for reclaiming our brethren from 
slavery; for the Apostle St. Paul having in another place put the question, 
4 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of (iod 
dwelleth in you : ' If the rules of charity did not oblige us to assist our 
brethren in such extremity, yet we ough.t to consider here that they are the 
temples of (iod. * * Wherefore we should behold Christ in the persons of 
our captive brethren, and redeem Hint from His nUn-cry.'" 

Thus the views of {he martyr Cyprian, to whom the 
Bishop so eiK'Oin iasf ical ly refei-s, presents a striking contrast 
with his own. 

:; 

i 
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I t is Raid that, -boos Leather honey iVom substances where we 
should least expect it to be found. So the Bishop derives an 
argument in favor of slavery from the following^ lie says : 

"The superiority of advantage' to the negro is sufficiently plain, if the 
reader considers the immense amount paid yearly in our Northern States for 
the support of the poor, and then remembers that among the four .millions' 
of Southern slaves there is not one pauper dependent upon public charity." 

If.. the Bishop was ever clothed and. in his right -mind, it 
would seem that he had gone back to dwell among the tombs! 
Is it not fair to presume that many masters lack the kindness 
or ability to care properly for their decrepit slaves ? For 
such, no provision of a public charity " is made, and this is 
accounted a ''superiority of advantage" by the Bishop.. 
/ What ; we might ask, more distinguishes enlightened from' 
barbarous nations than the institutions of public charity, 
which are found in one and not in the other ? 

We come to another part of the Bishop's argument on 
which he very much relies, viz*: • That slavery was permitted 
in the Old. Testament and not forbidden in the New. 

It is not necessary that we should discuss the various sorts 
of servitude spoken of in the Old Testament, as they have 
no special bearing upon the case in hand. Before Abraham 
received the promise of a son, one born in his house, he said, 
was to be his- heir. . His servant Eleazer, charged with a most 
important errand, might easily have left the service of Abra- 
ham. But he had no such inclination; for there was no such 
thing as slavery, in its modern sense, for him to escape from. 
The relation which Abraham sustained to his servants was 
no doubt of a patriarchal nature- — one of mutual benefit and 
affection/ 

But that some things were tolerated, and even commanded 
in the Old Testament which were not expressly forbidden in 
the New, but which the advancing light of Christianity 
would not allow for a moment, no one will deny. Therefore 
the Bishop makes nothing by his argument, unless he insists 
on the'stoning of disobedient children, which, though 
sanctioned by the law..of .Moses, and not forbidden by the 
New Testament, would find but few advocates at the present 
day. If, then, this and other questions arc left to be decided 
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by the pure and perfect principles of the Christian religion, 
why should not slavery be thus left? And why ask for a 
specific command in the one case and not in the other ? . But 
we will see if slavery, as it has existed in the United States, is 
not condemned by the 'principles and precepts of the Now 
Testa ment. And first, we would ask the Bishop whether he 
thinks the enslavement of the children of Israel by the 
Egyptians was justifiable ? If so, why. did God say, u The cry 
of the children of Israel is come unto mo, and I have also 
seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them." 
And why were the most stupendous miracles wrought in 
Moses* day, not to say in our own, ii< vindication of the op- 
pressed and in the punishment of oppressors ? And Miriam 
sang, " Sing un to the Lord, for lie hath 1/riumphcd gloriously ; 
the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the .sea.'* But-in 
the light of the Gospel, every part of slavery is .Ciondcmncd ; 
and can a thing be condemned in all its parts and not bo con- 
demned as a whole ? To have said mire than the Bible has 
said would have been superfluous; for moral truth, like light, 
possesses a reflective power, illuminating objects upon which 
its rays do not directly fall. " Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy strength, and thy neighbor as thyself." "Upon these 
two commands, ""says our Lord, u hang all the law and the 
prophets." Had every particular act of duty received a 
special command, and every shade of crime a special' prohibi- 
tion, the world itself would not. have contained the books 
which must have been written to contain the law. '"It is 
~ not," says .Robertson, u the authority of any single detached 
precept in the Orospcl; but the spirit and genius of the Chris- 
tian religion which hath abolished the practice of slavery 
throughout the world. The temper .which Christianity in- 
spired was mild and gentle, and the doctrines it taught added 
such dignity and lustre to human nature as rescued it from 
the dishonorable servitude into which it was sunk." 

The command says. "Thou, shaft not kill." Is it,- then, 
right to maim and leave half dead? Our Saviour dispels. the 
idea that we are not to employ those powers which He has 
bestowed, of thinking and judging, when he says, "'And why 
of your own 'selves judge ye not what is right?" 
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With'the forms of servitude which have prevailed among 
t he nations of the world in former ages, we have at present 
nothing to do: For if we should show that they were morally 
wrong, it would not necessarily follow that American Slavery 
is so; and if they were shown to be right, that fact could, not 
be pleaded in justification of a system in many respects unlike 
them. all. 

It is American Slavery that is in question. The Bishop 
confuses himsejf on. this point, and mixes ancient and modern 
slavery" together. And in order to hide from our view the 
obnoxious features of the latter, and to keep out of sight the 
legalized io'noVanco in which slaves in the United States have 
been held, he (recourses ^follows (page 161): 



"Now this is a fair specimen of the rhetoric which has become so common 
of late years on the subject , of shivery, taking it for granted that the slave 
must be made a brute, -without mind, soul, -will, or right, a mere chattel^ 
although these gentlemen must Know ' \*e ancients the slaves were 

highly educated to be instructors o. . "^sop was a slave, and 

Terence wa~s~a slave, and Epictetus was a &i«ive." 

How. does .this compare with slavery in Qur own land, 
where laws have been 'enacted in' the States in which slavery 
has flourished,- inflicting the severest penalties on any one 
who should teach a slave to read ? But the Bishop, in support 
of the views advanced by him, quotes from Gibbons* Decline 
and Folly as lb! lows :• * 

".The youths of u promising genius (among the slaves) wore instructed in. 
t lie arts and sciences, and their price was ascertained by the degree of their 
skill and talents. Almost every profession, . 'either liberal or mechanical, 
might be found in the. house, of an opulent senator./' 

The silence of. the' JSlew Testament eorieermne; such slavery 
or servitude as thai hero described, -could not well be con- 
si rued int o a justthVaiion of .A moriean Slavery, in which these 
happy (piUiiiies wen* never found. . .But -the Xow 'Testament 
•is silent with respect, to .no wron.14. A. single, command? ; - Be 
v.c'Tioiy r for \ am holy.", obeyed, would remove all moral- evil 
from ike world . 

Am. I 'now ! he !hsho.i>, with a volai Hit v of mov cment com*" 
m?.m {•» 'Icrical advocates of • slavery, ehamres ids position 
ni, -a*, id i 1 1 ' • * s (' i i t s \ \w, Ucivvorx of !-\oman <]avci ; v, He sav* : 



The slavery of the old Iloman Empire way more .severe than 
Southern slavery;" and u the .Roman master was allowed to 
kill his slaves," &c. This is true. They crucified their slaves. 
They threw them into their fish-ponds, to be food for fishes ; 
they practiced all manner of cruelties upon them with impu- 
nitv, and often for the most trivial offence, and even for no of- 
fence at all. In such, monstrous wickedness, docs the subju- 
gation of one class to the arbitrary will or whim- of "another 
culminate ! Savs the Eev. If. II. Millman in his notes to Gib- 
bous' Iconic; <c .It would bo easy to accumulate the most 
frightful, the most agonizing details of the manner in which 
the .Romans treated their slaves. Whole works have been de- 
voted to the description." 

And hero we will ask the Bishop to say, whether lie thinks 
the. kind of slavery which existed in our Saviour's time, was 
right, even though it were not specially condemned' by Him t 
And we beg the readcr to mark "his answer : 

".The system of lloman slavery icas allowed to Christians in the New Testa- 
ment." ■ ' o . . 

Allowed to Christians to krtl their slaves ! u His watchmen 
are blind." — Esa. 56 : 10. "But he goes further', and says : 

"I have proved by many indisputable witnesses that the rule (belief hi' the 
Holy Catholic Church) recognizes the lawfulness of slavery as it existed in the 
old Roman Empire. * * Hence, if there could be any doubt as to 
the meaning of the Bible, the voice of the Holy Catholic Church must be deci- 
sive on this question." 

if the Bishop will tell us what sin this Holy Catholic Church, 
as he calls it, has not justified, we should be glad toJcnowjts 
name, since it has graduated its scale of prices at which abso- 
lution could be had, for every crime, from the foulest murder 
downward, whether already committed, or to be committed in 
future. Holy Catholic Church! There is a Holy Catholic 
Church, "but it is not. that to' which the .Bishop refers, and.. to 
which "lie asks us to pav homage, tt is not a co morale body 
chinmn.u; to 'dispense salvation, and lo be the mdv medium 
i hr<)Uii'!r which the. ixraet* of { b>d is comiim nieai <-d to mankind, 
it e- i he Church I'niver.sil, the ■• ledv :md hamh!.- nmn of 



hood;" the Church which Christ "loved" and "gave himself 
for, thai lie might present it to himself a glorious Church, not 
having spot or wrinkle or ari y such thing." It is not the great 
red dragon spoken of in the Kcvelation, u having seven heads 
and ten horns, and which stood before the, woman to devour 
her child as soon as it was born." The Church is " clothed with 
the sun and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown 
of twelve stars." In some countries "saint's days" have 
blotted out Sabbaths, and in the worship of " saints " the wor- 
ship of Christ is forgotten. The Church and not the Bible has 
paramount authority. " I would not extinguish one taper/' 
said the French priest, "though it were to convert alt the 
Huguenots of France." But the clear lights of the Bible they 
more readily extinguish.. And they do^£t foil to eat the pass- 
over who " persuaded the multitude that they should ask 
Barabbas,-a-nd destroy Jesus " the Lord of the passover. It 
is not with " the Church which is the pillar and ground of the 
truth " that we aro^ contending. The Bishop has attempted 
to block up the pathway of truth by putting that which is the 
" hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and 
hateful bird," in its way, and we would remove the stumbling- 
block, out of the way. Homy the VIII had his "six articles " 
which, without Bible authority, must be believed and obeyed, 
in order to secure salvation, while preachers of the Bible 
doctrine, "justification by faith in Christ," wore sent to the 
stake and to the block ; neither the murder of wives nor a holy 
life was of the least account in the sight of this grim-visaged 
church but a punctilious regard to its unauthorized require- 
ments, opened wide the flood-gates of salvation to those whose 
lives would blacken the darkest page in history. The most 
bloated monster of human wickedness, which, perhaps, the 
world ever saw, was its Gorgon head, 11 the defender of the 
Faith /" . And this was the Church, outside of which, and with- 
out the gracious intervention of which, the mercies of God 
could not (low; salvation' could not. be obtained ! ' One of the 
Popes said ; 

" We declare and determine it a principle absolutely necessary to salvation, 
! hat all human beings are- subject to" the Pope." . • 

Now, some read church instead of pope. But always the ec- 
Hesiiistical <*ras.p lightens-, as its force becomes less vital.- "We 



say lo the Church which thrusts its - corporate body" between 
us and the Bible, between us and the Saviour of the world; 
we say to it as Diogoncs said to the King, <: Stand out of our 
sunshine!''. Deprive us not of that which you have no pow- 
er to bestow. Such a Church may behold its "natural face in 
a glass." Isa. M : 13, It — 11 For thou hast said in thine heart, 
I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 
stars of God ; I will sit also upon the mount of the congrega- 
tion in the sides of the north ; 1 will ascend above the clouds, 
1 will be like the Most High." 

To the extent that the infallibility' of the Church is conce- 
ded, it becomes necessary to justify all it has ever done or can 
do, good or bad. And this accounts for that serpent twist, 
cunning and concealment, by which minds of the Jesuit School 
arc marked; The crawling reptile that lied and deceived our 
mother Eve in the garden, trails its labyrinthine folds through 
all the shuddering ages. "But its head shall be bruised at last. 
While Truth with open face and chccrfiitlnlcn, is direct and 
luminous as the rays of the sun. The Bishop of Vermont asks 
ns to take counsel of a Church whose locks are hoary with 
crime, whose voice is hoarse with anathemas, whoso robes are 
scarlet with blood. " Tne satyr shall cry to his fellow, and the 
screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place 
of rest. There shall the groat owl make her nest." — Isa. 31 : 
13, 14. V 

The great owl of Home, which from its dingy roost in the 
dark ages has flaunted down and settled on the head of the 
Bishop, he would have us accept as the sign and seal of heav- 
enly inspiration. But it is where Truth, with hallowed wing, — 
where the " Holy Dove " descends and lights, that a voice 
from Heaven is heard saying. "This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am. well pleased." 

Hence sprang the Apostles honored-name 
Sacred beyond heroic Came ; 
iTence dictates the prophet ic sage. 
And hence tine evangelic p.-sge.r* 

Hut when divine truths are -eclipsed by a irain of overshad- 
owing evils, the longer tin' sure kssion the; darker the u.iglil. ! 
There are those who appear to think they have a call 1<> 



preach- the Church, and not Christ Jesus ; us with the .lews 
♦'in the reading' of the Old Testament, the veil upon their 
heart" seems to be "untaken away;" the church is made 
"visible" indeed; the king in his beauty is not seen. The 
host is exalted; but Christ is not there. To the watchmen, 
i£ I said, saw ye him whom my soul loveth — Cant. 3 : 3. 

Such teachers should give us a new Bible. Instead of say- 
ing, with holy David, (: j have sat the Lord always before mo," 
we should say I have' sot the Church always befor-c me; and 
instead of saying, " In Cod is my salvation and my glory, the ' 
rock' of my strength and my refuge is in God," we ought to 
Say " In the Church is my salvation and*my glory, the rock of 
my strongtlTand of my refuge is in the Church)' and for the 
sweet words of the Apostle, u looking unto Jesus," we should 
read " looking unto the Church" If any prefer the latter ver- 
sion they can use it, we shall not. The words of the Bishop are : 

" If there may be a doubt concerning the meaning of the bible, the voice of 
the holy catholic church inust be decisive." 

The VI Article of Edition- reads: ' 

" Holy Scripture containcth all things necessary to salvation, so that what- 
ever is not read therein, nor may he proved thereby, is' not required of any 
man." ■' 

We stand by the article. 

Let us note a distinction which the Bishop overlooks be- 
tween an institution, right in itself, though attended with 
abuses, and one evil in itself, malum in $c, and which brings 
forth evil fruit. He says: 

"But it is said that the poor slaves are treated -with barbarity, and doubt- 
less it may sometimes be true, just as soldiers, and even icives and children, are 
shamefully, abused among, ourselves." 

Now these are lawful relations. To- speak of marriage only. 
~M:aTrrrrge was inst ifu-ted by -God. in the beginning, and what- 
ever abuse may be practiced in it springs not from the insti- 
tution which is not. calculated to foster evil, but^lrpm the de 
pravily of the human heart, and for if the relation itself is in 
no way .responsible.. But it is otherwise 4 with slavery ; the 
verv beiiiu- of whieh demand).' at the outset the destruction 



ol" the marriage bond; and this alone writes its condemnation 
on all just minds. Bishop Hopkins admits that there is no 
marrjagc among slaves. Ho says : 

1,4 With respect to marriage of slaves, the law of slavery is silent. So was 
the ancient law of Rome." 

Not so silent is the law of American Slaverv, but that it 
renders " null ; ' every marriage which slaves may enter into. 
And when they attempt to seize the blessings of " holy mat- 
rimony ""to which they are as rightly entitled as their masters, 
do they promise to love, cherish,' obey, &c, " until death do 
them part ?" No j but "so long as circumstances will permit." 
No minister stands ^ovcr them to pronounce trhe impressive 
words, 11 What God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder." The whole thing is a, mockery; a mockery of mar- 
riage ; a mockery of " Christ's religion." The Heaven-or- 
dained, relation guaranteed to man in the vci*Y~eharter~of his 
existence, is expunged by slavery. And priests justify the sin ! 

In the case of Merlinda vs. Gardner, 24, lAlab. 719, the law 
record stands thus : f ) 

\< 

" Slaves cannot contract marriage, nor can they confer any legal rights on 
their children." { ^ j | ' 1 

Will it be said that as slaves arc not legally married the re- 
lation of husband and wife does not exist among them, and 
therefore there can "he no separation of them as such? But 
does not the greater include the less? if it be wrong to rob 
individuals of the blessings of. " holy matrimony what must 
it be to rob a race? If it be a crime to sunder the marriage 
relation in a single instance, what must it be to destroy mar- 
riage itself ? The 'Bishop admits the. hardship, but he denies 
the wrong. He says ; 

• " There is no doubt that this feature of the Southern institution is liable to 
much occasional hardship." 

But he adds : 

"We have no right to censure it. as inexcusable." 

Thus are the words of Christ set at naught. 

With another .quotation wo will leave this part of (he sub- 
ject . 1 1 e exclaims : , 



" How many, even of the better class, have left their homes to seek their for- 
tunes in the gold regions ? How many hi Europe have abandoned their fami- 
lies for Australia, or the United States, or the Canadas." 



What such talk has to do with the- destruction of marriage, 
or the forcible separation of husbands and wives, and this^too, 
in the face of an express Divine prohibition, the Bishop fails 
to inform us, and we fail to perceive. 

There is another point upon which the. law of slavery is not 
silent, but the Bishop is, and his silence demands our atten- 
tion. We allude to the laws making it a high crime,-in-some 
cases punishable with death, to teach a black child to read the 
alphabet; and this is vindicated on the ground that the igno- 
rance of the slaves is essential to the perpetuity of the insti- 
tution. The Scotch minister said "My dear brethren, here is 
a difficult text, so considered by all commentators ; let us look 
it full in. the face, and pass on." The Bishop passes on, with- 
out evenjlooking this question " in the face." 

The' slave is denied the right to read the word of life, which 
is able .to make wise unto salvation. Tried on this point 
alone, slavery, like Dagon, falls before the ark of God, so that 
■not the stump of it is left. Itnul who are' they that scoff at 
the slaves' ignorance ? They who have taken away from them 
the key of knowledge. . * ^ . ~ 

The family relation, like -that of marriage, which sanctifies 
and blesses it, is destroyed by slavery. " Godsetteth the sol- 
. itary in families," 'but the slave is permitted to-1 ave no family, 
no children whom he may call his own, or for whom ho can 
make the least provision, lie may not teach them to read the 
record of the Saviour's death, who died for them. lie may* 
not read it himself. He is liable at any moment to be sepa- 
rated from those he holds most dear. The crack of the slave- 
trader's whip, is the "crack of doom" to his ear. The wife, 
the child, so well beloved, are seized, chained in his presence, 
and sent away from him forever. ' 

Does any one think that this ruthless sundering of holy tics 
by slavery was not a common thing ? Virginia alone, that 
"abomination of desolation," and centre of the rebellion, un- 
der the rule of slavery, has sold forty- thousand of her children 
in a . single year, driving them like cattle to Xhe cotton States. 
And lliis is rhivalrb*! This is Christian ! This is : militarized 



by the Bible ! Wha t respect is paid to the Bible l ( . What to the 
image of God in man ? And what shall we say of the Golden 
Rule ? " Therefore, all things -whatsoever ye would lhat men 
should do unto yon, do ye even so unto them, for this is the 
law and the prophets." Mat. 7 : 12. • 

In this one text slavery finds its sentence. The Bishop 
says the Rule must be received with this qualification, viz : 
u provided it be just and reasonable/' We accept the qualifi- 
cation, and ask the Bishop to' accept it too, and to say wheth- 
er if his own children were to be thus sold, he would not 
think it very unjust and unreasonable ? If lie says no, it shows 
that he is without natural affection, as well-as without reason. 
If he says yes, it closes the argument against him. ; But per- 
haps the 'Bishop might say, that though he would not like to 
have Ms own children thus sold, he would have no objection to 
the sale of other people's children, and we should believe that, 
he told the truth. The Bishop cannot be made a sla^o him- 
self, so he tells us, and for the following reasons : " In that 
case," he. says, "I should have been horn of the negro race, 
bred up in bondage, surrounded by the associations best adap- 
ted to my lot, accustomed to its necessary toils, &c. 

A robber might say to his victim, " If I were tp have been 
robbed, I should have been in your place." The Bishop shows 
great fondness for the word slope,. rolling it as a sweet morsel 
under his tongue. He reads Scripture thus, " Ho- that is call- 
ed being a slave, is the Lord's freeman, and he that is called be- 
ing free is Christ's slave" Thus he debases the service of 
Christ. For slavery, in its proper sense, is a compulsory ser- 
vitude, while the service of Christ must be of^hpico. An in- 
voluntary Christian would be a solecism. WtP&iiinot but re- 
mark with what singular tenacity the Bishop dwells upon cer- 
tain texts of Scripture, as the curse pronounced upon Canaan, 
&c., while others, scattered upon almost every page of the in- 
spired word, and in which 'the judgment of slavery is depicted 
as by a lightning flash, he disregards entirely. He gives the 
slave trade his sanction, and pities any one who can " de- 
nounce as a sin the means which Divine providence has chosen, 
to savo them (the slaves) from their former state ol barba- 
rism"; while he regards <l abolitionism as an interference with 
the plans of Divine providence." Have right and' wrong 



dumped places in the Bishop's mind? In his final -summary, 
1 1(3 says : r 

" I have maintained and shall always maintain that the relation of the mas- 
ter to the slave in the Southern states involves no sin. *• * That by 
necessary consequence, the modern doctrine of the ultra abolitionists is an 

impious error, because it opposes the bible, and the church." 

• 

Such arc the sentiments of the Bishop, reduced to their low- 
est terms. But, startling as they are, they arc not the senti- 
ments Of the Bishop alone. There arc others in clerical robes., 
who persist in advancing similar views. Eecently, in a pub- 
lic discourse we heard it said, "The Bible deals very gently 
with slavery," and that u to hold a slave is no sin ;" at "which, 
utterance. wo cannot but greatly wonder, especially at this time, 
when the nation is coming up from its baptism in a Jordan of 
blood, washing away its sins ; when its whole sold is aroused 
to thrown off "the sum of abominations," under which it has 
so long bowed and groaned; when "the roll of the book" is 
spread before . us, on which is written, within and without : — 
''Lamentations and mourning and woe." and-w^hile, — may we 
speak it -with hallowed lips : 

" While at hell's altars sacrificed,- 
- • God's martvrcd Son forever, — 

.Lies the clear life, -which crystalized 
Our kinglicst endeavor." 

While the great panorama of God's providence is passing- 
visibly before us, on every side of which is portrayed in char- 
acters as of living lire, the condemnation and doom, of slavery. 

.Does the Bible deal very gently with slavery, wo ask I How 
much -more gently does it deal with gambling, concerning 
which it says not one word ; and is gambling thcrcfore.no sin ? 
Or with. polygamy, for which a much stronger Bible argument 
can be made, vile as it is, than for American Slavery? And 
shall we open our arms wide to receive that sink of moral pol- 
lution and death, Utah', the realm of Brigham Young, and his 
:-J0O wives '/ Do we owe nothing to. the enlitchtcnintr and 
sunet Hying influences nf the Christum religion ? or are we still 
tenants of the world before the flood, while every thing .is 'pro- 
gressing around us y The learned Dr. Landner, it 'has been 
said, after having wriilen a hook lo show the i'rn possibility of 
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crossing the Atlantic by steam,- held to his old theory long' 
after steam vessels were plying thoi^trips between the two 
continents. 

Docs 'the Bible, we again ask, deal very gently with slavery '( 

iC Therefore thus saith the Lord, ye have not hearkened un- 
to me in proclaiming liberty every one to his brother, and 
every man to his neighbor; behold I proclaim a liberty to you, 
saith the Lord, to the sword,~To the pestilence, and to the 
famine." Jer. 34 : 1. ' J 

Very gently ! liow was Pharaoh and his hosts dealt with, 
because they kept the children of Israelii! bondage ? Did not 
God visit them with all his plagues ? And when they attempt- 
ed to reinslave Israel did he not bury tham-inthe sea ? "There 
remained not so much as one of them " 

And what shall we say of His goings forth among us ? The 
.Bible had said — but its words were accounted a dead letter — 
" Hear this, 0 ye that swallow up the needy, that ye may buy 
the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes"; shall 
not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwell- 
cth therein V 1 Amos, 8. * And His word has not* returned unto 
him void. . Against what sin does the Bible fulminate its want- 
ing more vividly than against oppression? .Jefferson could 
say that " God has no attribute which would take part with 
the slaveholder in a controversy with his slaves;" and John 
Ban dolph— -both slaveholders— could utter such words as these : 
"I envy not the head or the heart of that man who attempts 
to justify slavery on principle." And well did our late la- 
mented President, bearing the weight of the nation upon his 
shoulders, andin the sacred discharge of his duty to his God 
and to his feltow-men, say, "If slavery is not wrong, 
nothing is wrong/' But how slavery can be no sin, and the 
"sum of abominations," as it was styled in the discourse re- 
ferred to, we leave for those who can, to'cXplain. Any thing 
may be both justified and condemned by such logic. 

We think we have some rights in the Bible. That holv book 
has been too long travestied in the service of slavery. Docs 
the "sum of abominations" find any justification in its pauTs ? 
If does noi . 
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"The jus\and pure shall ever say, 

Thou ai;t iwore just, more pure than they." 

Some things were "suffered" by Moses for the hardness of 
men's hearts ; but our Saviour does not say they were* no sin. 
11 The times of this ignorance God winked at," but under the 
■clear light of the Gospel's noonday sun, shall we still grope on 
in darkness— -in- darkness that may be felt ? Or shall {\vo be 
: 1oHowei\s of Him— — . JD 

" Following -whose footsteps came the light, 
While beauty blossomed as he trod ?" 

We bring no railing accusation against any one. Michael 
the Arch -Angel has taught us a higher lesson by setting us a 
higher example. We aim to speak the truth in the love of it, 

" Nor hope for payment 
" ' In fame or gold, 

But just to wear 
Unspotted raiment." 

Happy, most happy, if we may pitch the tunc of our life to 
the Divine key; if wo may raise its notes to' angel melodies. 

Friend of Slavery ! Take with us a retrospective glance. We 
had prepared a sepulchre for four million's, of slaves, in which we 

, . ." thought no rosurrection trump could reach their ears. We 
had rolled the great stone of the fugitive slave law to the 
door. Every citizen was commanded to watch. "All good 
citizens arc hereby commanded to aid and assist in the prompt 
and efficient execution of this law, whenever their services may 
be required:"; So reads the law. Chief Justice Taney seals 
it with -the seal of the United States, inscribing these words 
thereon, « The negro has no rights which a white man is bound 
to respect." Could infamy descend lower than this ? It could. 
When priest and Lcvitc, that were accustomed to pass by on 
the other side, not caring for him who had fallen among thieves, 
who had been "stripped/' and left half dead—not binding up 
his wounds and pouring in "oil and wine/" as did the Samari- 
tan—when these openly fake part with the thic^bs themselves 

' that they may do evil with both hands carnestlv."— Mieab 
7: 30— and hurl the insult at the Almighty's Throne, thai he 



is the Author and Justifier of such deeds — the iniquity was 
full. "Then the Lord awaked as one out of sleep, and like 
a mighty' man that shouteth by reason of wine, and he smote 

• his enemies in the hinder parts; he put them to a perpetual 
reproach ; Ps. 78 : 65, 66. We made the sepulchre as sure as we 
could, " sealing the stone and setting a watch/' little regarding 
that Christ was within. But he that is higher than the high- 
est, regardeth. "The angel of -the Lord descended from 

* Heaven, and rolled back the stone from- the door and sat upon 
it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white 
as snow, and for fear of him the keepers did quake and be- 
came as dead men ; and the angel answered and said, " He is 
not here, for he is risen." Christ is risen indeed ! 

Of the cruelties induced, of the immoralities fostered bv 
slavery, we shall not here speak. They, are written with' a 
pen of iron.. But the secrets of that prison-house will not be 
known till the judgment is set- and the books are opened. 

" And many in the dungeons have died for ycfu and mc," 

" Breasting the waves, that the proud waters of treason might 
» 'not go over our souls." Such arc the natural fruits of a Sys- 
tem whose root is as rottenness, and whose blossom _sha11. go 
up as the dust/' and from which, in the words of St. Augustine, 
" It is time that the human race had rest." 

Concerning Oncsimus, whom St. Paul sent back to Philemon, 
so much is said by the Bishop and others as furnishing not only 
a justification of slavery, but of the return of fugitive slaves, 
" wo 'will say a word. Oncsimus, it is supposed, had been the 
slave or servant of Philemon, which it is not known, for the 
word indicating the relation of Oncsimus to . Philemon is the 
same in the original with that which the Apostle uses, in ref- 
erence to himself, when he speaks of his being the servant of 
Jesus Christ, and which the translators have rendered servant 
in both instances. But for the argument's sake, we will, ac- 
cept the interpretation given by the Bishop and admit that"* 
Oncsimus -was Philemon's slave. Under the preaching of St. 
Paul at Rome, lie embraces the Christian faith. And what 
does St. Paul do? Whv. he gives him a h»j i f , r I n Philemon. 



his .former master,, who also had become a Christian under the 
Apostle's preaching, certifying his conversion to Christianity, 
and asks Philemon to receive him, as a servant? No, " not now 
as a servant, but above a servant — a brother beloved.'' lie 
says also, ,; Lf thou count me as a partner, receive him as my- 
**'//;" and he proceeds to cancel every claim which Philemon 
might have, or might suppose he had, against him "If he 
liaili wronged ihee or oweth thee ought, put that on my ae- 
<■<',)!}, i " adding, with emphasis, '' : I, Paul, have written it with 
mine own hand. I will repay it;" and still more completely 
if possible to discharge Oncsimus from any obligation to Phil- 
emon, he lolls him, " Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote 
unto thee knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say." 
H ad it. been the aim of the Apostle to give Onesimus a perfect 
bill, of freedom, he could not have done so in more effective 
■words. .Besides, the letter was sent bv the hand of Onesimus. 
lie miicht have returned to Philemon or not, as he chose. We 
hear of no guard, no band of soldiers, to prevent his escape; 
but we do hear, according to some ancient writers that he af- 
terwards became .Bishop of Colosse, which precludes the idea 
of his remaining with Philemon as a slave. , 

The Bishop's comment on this epistle will amuse the reader : 

" Onesimus, having cither embezzled hjs master's goods, or robbed him, ran 
away, &o. Now, the design of this epistle is to reconcile Philemon to his ser- 
vant, and. to entreat him to receive him, not only as a. servant, but as a brother 
in Christ." 

The Bishop says, not only ; the Bible says, not now. We 
will pursue this no further, but we will say, and we challenge 
reply : That to forbid men to read the word of God, to destroy 
tlic marriage and. the family relations, to make merchandise 
of the bodies and souls of men, — in the language of the pro- 
test, 14 to sell men and women in the open market.,.as their sta- 
ple product ;" to use the laborer's "service without wages, and 
L;ivt' him not for his work.'' is an ineffable meanness, a crime 
against God and against man, and whoever shall jusffy such 
acts — and they arc part/-; of slavery' — Bishop, priest, or what- 
ever be may be called, he is not a preacher of righteousness, 
nor a minister of the blessed gospel of the Son of God. 

We turn from the Bishop to our country, just now emerging 



from the blackness of night, to behold the glories of a risen 
morn. The veil of the temple is rent. The image of God in 
man is seen. The word has been spoken— " Proclaim Liberty 
throughout all the land, to all the inhabitants thereof!" 

*' Abra Ham Lincoln, may his tribejncrease — 
Awoke one night — for -wonders ne'er will cease — 
And saw amid the gas-light in his room 
Looking as dark as the great day of doom, 
A grinning negro, black, grotesque and old ; 
Lojig thoughts of war had made our Abra bold — 

• What wantest thou :' he to the phantom cried ; 
' I want to know, old mars',' the form replied, 

' What you be gwine to do with this ere chile r'. 
Abra Ham frowned, then said, with serious smile — 
' 'Tis written in Heaven ; and this is my decree — 
Both you and yours henceforward shall be free ; 
My word is given. And now, old man, depart." 
13 ut why upsprings he with a sudden start ? 
No more he sees a negro, black and old, 
But a fair angel, with his locks of gold, 
Iladiant as Morn, and gladsome as the Spring. 

* I am the soul of that soiled earthly thing, 
Thou sawest just now. Oh, man of honest heart 
And steadfast purpose, thou the better part 
Hast chosen for thyself and for thy land ! 

"For this one deed, stand thou at God's right hand!" 

And now, also, the axe is laid at the root of the tree — the 
axe of the Constitution and of Law. Slavery is cut up by its 
roots. Let it he oast into the fire: 

" For God ordains that we 
Shall eat its bitter fruit, 
Till we dig up the tree, 
And burn its every root." 

Slavery is a felon', arraigned and tried at the bar of Heaven 
and of the world. The infant's wail, the mother's cry, the 
father's deep-toned curse, are witnesses against it. It is con- 
victed of high treason. It meets a traitor's doom. ."And I 
heard the angels of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O 
Lord, which art and wast, and shall be, because thou hast 
judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints, and of 
prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink, for they 
are wort hy." Kev. 10: 5. G. 



" O, wherefore come ye forth in triumph from the North, ' 

With your hands, and your feet, and your raiment all red ; 
And wherefore do your rout send up a joyous shout, 

And whence are the grapes of the wine-press that ye tread : 
0, evil Avas the root, and bitter was the fruit, 

And crimson Avas the juice of the vintage that we trod, c , 
For we trampled. ori the throng of the haughty and the strong, 

Who sat in the high places and slew the saints of God." 

And what wa« American -Slavery ? whose deadcarcasc. like 
that of ita fit exponent and defender, The Assassin,, is to-be 
buried where it can never be found! What was it? we re- 
peat. It was a system by which four millions of our fellow - 
men have been denied the right to read the word of God, in 
impious, atheistic defiance of Him who has said, 11 Search the 
'Scriptures.''' it was a system by which the marriage relation 
— ^fairest flower of Eden, planted in the world's earliest dawn, 
by theTTarul of God himself, fresh with the dew of His bless- 
ing, and blooming under His smile, ere earth by sin was 
cursed, or clouded by His frown, — and which, not even the 
malice of the arch-traitor and adversary of our race, could up- 
root or. destroy, — type of that glorious union which subsists 
between Christ and his Church,— lily'of Paradise decking the 
earth — this is trodden under foot by slavery, as if it were, not 
a holy thing! And the words of Him by whose word the 
worlds were made, arc utterly 'gontcmncd — : <l What God had 
joined together, let not man put asunder"— while the tender rela- 
tions of parent and child, the dearest rights and holiest affce- 
fioiN^ire by it accounted as nothing worth ! 

Slavery, false to man, is. false to government, false to God. 
Mow has it laid . its traitorous hand upon the flag of our Union, 
spurning its glorious folds, draggling them low, low in the dust, 
trampling them under its gory feet ! Tt has conspired to rake 
away the nation's life. 

" What whets the knife • ' " 

For the Union's life r 
Hark to the answer,— Slavery." * 

But its .days arc, numbered. 

•'When lo ! a strong angel stands winged and white, 
In wonderful raiment of ravishing light !" 

The angel of Liberty ! 



35 



' "Take your harps from silent willows, 
Shout the anthems of the free." 

And let each one be prepared to swell the jubilant chorus—. 
Slavery's discordant notes no longer heard, — and to march to 
the music of a regenerated Union. A Union now established 
on a broader, firmer, holier foundation. ' 

"The union of lakes, the union of lands, 
The union of states none can sever. 
The union of hearts, the union of hands, 
. And the flag of our Union forever." 

A union in which the song of. liberty, like the song of the 
lark, let loose heavenward, in the eastern skies, shall greet 
the morning sun of our nation's' glory-, now rising in uncloud- 
ed splendor to brighten the world with his beams. 

4 ( With hosanna, shall our banner 
From the house-top be unfurled, , 
While the nation takes its station, 
Foremost, mightiest, in the world." 

For a little time, and we saw not the bright light which, is 
in the clouds. The wind passeth and cleansctli them. Fair 
weather cometh out of the North. With God is terrible majesty ! 
In Him is our hope. For what God doeth, it shall be forever. 
JSTo longer shall the uncircumcised Philistine, morning and 
evening, defy the armies of Israel. He is smitten in the fore- 
head. The stone sunk into his forehead. He is fallen upon, 
his face to the earth. The people arise and shout. 

AVherefore, O ransomed people, shout ! 

0 banners, wave in glory ! <^ 
0 bugles, blow the triumph out ! 
.0 drums, strike up the story !<&•''• 
Clang, broken fetters, idle swords ! 

Clap hands, O States, together ! 
And let all praises be the Lord's, 

Our Saviour and our Father, 

And lo ! The dove of Peace, tempest-tossed, and finding no 
rest for the sole of her foot, returns with an olive leaf in her 
mouth, to the window of the ark, now opened to receive it — 
the Ark of Liberty, long assailed, and buftotted b} r the waves, 
and 0iir.-ri.-1 <*V '-I— * ' 
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raven of treason thrust out..never to return, but like the author 
of all evil, to go to and fro through the earth, — now rests upon 
the top of our American Ararat; from whence, at the- bid- 
ding of God, Truth, Liberty and, Justice, shall . go forth to sway 
the destinies of the world. And now, from altars reared by 
grateful hearts, ascends sweet incense to the Throne of 
Heaven ; and now is seen the bow in the. cloud, the token of 
the promise while the earth remaineth, that the seed-time and 
harvest of our national prosperity shall not cense, and all na- 
tions shall flow unto it. 

I n conclusion, we would say," that we have been an avowed 
opponent of slavery, for many years, but since it has met its 
fate, and the cry of {hose " who cry day and night unto Him," 
has been (answered jj we give glory to God ; and with all true- 
hearted 1 men, "with Angels and Archangels, and -with all the 
company of Heaven, we laud and magnify His glorious name, 
saying, Heaven and Earth are full of thy. glory. Glory be to 
thee, O Lord, most High !" and gladly do we turn from the 
a sum of abominations" which has passed away, to. behold the 
Fair Light, and to breathe the pure air of our country's Kesur-' 
rection Morn ! , 



